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to the other little ones to love him and make him
as happy as possible, so that he would wish to stay
at school. She had no idea of what the parents were
doing. The difficulty, indeed, in some such schools
is to get rid of the children after school hours, so
great is their affection for their teachers and for what
school gives to their lives. " I do wish you was my
mother/' said a little mite of five, running up to and
throwing her little arms round her teacher in an
expression of what was the purest affection one
mortal can give to another. But it will be at once
seen that the whole attitude of the parents was wrong
in the above case, which is typical of many thousands.
The parents' view of the matter was rough and ready :
The boy is doing what; to us is wrong and may get
us into trouble, so we will frighten him out of it by
exacting retribution in the form of beating his body
or by the threat of more terrible punishment.

Those who have to deal with criminals and offenders
brought to justice know only too well, however
strange it may sound to others, that the person guilty
of what is termed real criminality shews no remorse-
no sense of the guilt of his crime, but on the contrary
firm belief in his own guiltlessness, lie is always
ready before and after the act, it would seem, to
justify himself and his action, and as for the conse-
quences he is prepared to gamble on them ; they are
at least uncertain. Dr. Charles Mercier I summarises
the position of the professional, not the occasional,
criminal thus; " The root of crime is selfishness.
With but very few exceptions crime is committed in
order to secure for the criminal some profit, some
1 Crime and Criminals, p. 278.